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To: Georgia Medicaid Providers
From: CareSource

Subject: HIPAA Exchange of Information
Summary

Please see below the guidance regarding the Health Insurance Potability and Accountability Act
(HIPAA) permitted uses and disclosures. Please note the message is from the U.S. Office of Civil
Rights description of HIPAA for which they are the enforcement agency but please consult your in-
house HIPAA compliance officer.

Permitted Uses and Disclosures. A covered entity is permitted, but not required, to use and disclose
protected health information, without an individual’s authorization, for the following purposes or
situations: (1) To the Individual (unless required for access or accounting of disclosures); (2) Treatment,
Payment, and Health Care Operations; (3) Opportunity to Agree or Object; (4) Incident to an otherwise
permitted use and disclosure; (5) Public Interest and Benefit Activities; and (6) Limited Data Set for the
purposes of research, public health or health care operations.' Covered entities may rely on
professional ethics and best judgments in deciding which of these permissive uses and disclosures to
make.

Treatment, Payment, Health Care Operations. A covered entity may use and disclose protected
health information for its own treatment, payment, and health care operations activities.' A covered
entity also may disclose protected health information for the treatment activities of any health care
provider, the payment activities of another covered entity and of any health care provider, or the health
care operations of another covered entity involving either quality or competency assurance activities or
fraud and abuse detection and compliance activities, if both covered entities have or had a relationship
with the individual and the protected health information pertains to the relationship. See additional
guidance on Treatment, Payment, & Health Care Operations.

Treatment is the provision, coordination, or management of health care and related services for an
individual by one or more health care providers, including consultation between providers regarding a
patient and referral of a patient by one provider to another.?°
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https://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/hipaa/understanding/coveredentities/usesanddisclosuresfortpo.html

